MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

in .union with the body. He claimed further that in the
body it became a compact union, and therefore one sub-
stance without difference or opposition. From this view
results the heresy that it is not man who can be seen, but
the body in which he is. This would force the conclusion
118 that the Companions did not see the Prophet of Allah, but
saw only the mould in which the Prophet was. According
to this no one sees his father and his mother, but only their
moulds. Furthermore, if he says of man that he is not an
external body, but only a soul within a body, he must then
say the same of the ass, that he too* is not his body and is
only a soul in his body, and that he is the life in union
with the body. This would be true also of the horse
and the rest of the four-footed animals, and all the birds
and reptiles and the rest of animal kind. It would apply
also to angels and jinn, man and devils. It would, there-
fore, follow that no one ever sees an ass or a horse or a
bird, or any kind of animal. Furthermore, the Prophet did
not see an angel, nor do- the angels see each other. In fact,
anyone looking must see only the moulds of the things which
we have enumerated. Still further, when he says that the
soul in the body is the man, and that it is the doer rather
than the body which is its mould, he must then conclude
that it is the soul which is the adulterer or the thief or the
murderer. Accordingly, if the body is lashed, or the hand
cut off, the amputated member is not after all the real thief,
nor the body lashed the real adulterer . . . this is sufficient;
for Allah has said: " The whore and the whore-monger
. . . scourge each one of them with an hundred stripes"
(Surah 24, v. 2). And he has also said: "As to the thief,
whether man or woman, cut ye off their hands in, recom-
pense for their doings" (Surah 5, v. 42). This is sufficient
proof from the Koran of his error.

His third heresy was his view that the soul which is man,
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